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By AllAn ClAssen

Oleg Guk was happy with his 
micro unit in the Fairmount 
Apartments, but then the 

Ukrainian immigrant learned the 
historic building would be vacat-
ed for major remodeling last year. 
He immediately began plotting his 
return.

“I thought about it all the time,” 
Guk said.

He asked managers if he could 
come back, and while he got assur-
ances, the path back to home would 
seem to have been a long shot.

Urban Development Partners 
took a year rebuilding the structure 
inside and out. Work began in June 
2017 and wrapped up last July. The 
Fairmount is a National Register of 
Historic Places landmark erected at 
the gate of the 1905 Lewis & Clark 
Exposition at Northwest 26th and 
Vaughn streets. 

The building had gone through 
the hands of several owners in 

recent decades, and promises of 
upgrades previously ended with 
paint and critical repairs. This time 
was different. 

•  All 80 apartments have their own 
bathrooms; before renovation, 
upstairs units shared bathrooms.

•  Two units at the top of main stair-
case were removed to open up the 
second floor lounge area. Old sky-
lights were refurbished and new 
ones added in the common areas.

•  Most of the window frames were 
replaced with new wooden frames 
matching the old style.

•  Two back stairways were rebuilt.

•  Original millwork was retained, 
and where missing, it was 
replaced with matching pieces.

•  Modern laundry facilities are pro-
vided in the building.

Guk, a delivery driver for Amazon 
and Grubhub, paid $750 a month 
when he moved into the Fairmount 
in 2016. He chose it because it was 
cheap, convenient and centrally 

located for his delivery work with 
quick access to freeways.

During the renovation period, he 
rented a place in Hillsboro, but the 
location was difficult for him.

In August, he moved back into the 
same unit he had at the Fairmount. 
He now pays about $1,100, which 
he recognizes as a far better value 
than before the renovation.

“It feels much better,” he said, 
noting that the building was in such 
poor condition before that some 
units were unrentable. The com-
mon areas were unappealing.

His unit’s tiny size doesn’t bother 
him. His time is consumed with 
work and exercise. A former tri-
athlete, he regularly runs in Forest 
Park, just four blocks away. Four 
times he has run the 26-mile length 
of the Wildwood Trail and back. 
Much of the open space in his apart-
ment is consumed by an exercise 
apparatus. 

So far, he is the only Fairmount 

tenant to return after the renovation. 
He keeps to himself, and it doesn’t 
bother him that he doesn’t see for-
mer residents in the building.

“It feels like coming back to 
home,” he said.

Tina McNerthney of UDP said 64 
percent of the 80 units have been 
leased. While 57 units are studios of 
481 square feet or less, there are four 
two-bedroom apartments. The larg-
est unit rents for $2,400 a month.

McNerthney said tenants are 
drawn to the unique architecture 
and historic character. The orig-
inal Douglas fir floors tilt a bit, 
but the developers felt it added 
to the charm and didn’t straighten 
them. Replacement pieces fill in 
where the railings or millwork were 
missing. Reclaimed wood was used 
whenever possible. 

“There is no building like this in 
Portland with a wraparound porch 
from the Lewis & Clark Exposition 
era,” she said. n

Tenant returns to home at the  
Fairmount Apartments

Oleg Guk’s unit is small, but there’s plenty of common space in the second-floor lounge.
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items.  

PDNA President Stan Penkin 
said the mayor’s office and the 
Bureau of Planning and Sustain-
ability are doing everything pos-
sible to work with the association.

“This is a great collaboration that 
works for everybody,” Penkin said. 
“We can also serve as a model for 
what other neighborhoods in the 
city can do.”

The project is spearheaded by 
board member John Hollister, who 
called the response from local 
businesses “fantastic.”

“The community has been unbe-
lievably excited about this.”

Hollister invites potential spon-

sors (who will be recognized with 
signs on “their” trash cans) to call 
him at 503-956-6294 or email Pen-
kin at president@pearldistrict.org.

“Rather than moaning and groan-
ing, we can pitch in and be part of 
the solution,” Penkin said. “This is 
the biggest thing we’ve ever done 
for livability.”

An earlier PDNA project involved 
emptying public trash cans weekly 
or biweekly, an ongoing expense 
that became burdensome to man-
age and maintain. 

See Page 18 for another litter 
removal project organized by 
PDNA. n


